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HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING!
Thank you for welcoming these

children into your home, and

giving them a family this holiday

season. We know how challenging

this experience can be and we are

incredibly grateful for your hard

work and compassion. Please

know that your dedication to

helping foster children in need

never goes unnoticed!
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WORKING AT CASA HAS 
BEEN ONE OF THE BEST 
EXPERIENCE I HAVE EVER 
HAD AND HAS CHANGE 
MY PERSPECTIVE ON THE 
WORLD AROUND ME AND 
WHAT I WANT TO DO IN 
THE FUTURE.  

STAFF SPOTLIGHT:
Megan Ellertson

REMINDERS
The CASA-VFC office will be

closed for Thanksgiving: Nov. 22-

23. We hope your family has safe

and happy holiday! 

 

 

 

 

 

It's hard to believe, but Christmas

is next month! 

 

To ensure that each child receives

the perfect gift, we are asking

foster parents to speak with their

kiddo(s) about what they would

like for Christmas. We will be

working to provide 3 wants and 3

needs for each child, so please be

sure to provide us with enough

information for to do so! Our first

giving tree will be set up on

November 12. If possible, please

send your CASA your lists by this

date. 

Megan is Program Assistant (part-

time) for CASA-VFC, She is a

senior at Oregon State University

studying Economics and Political

Science. Megan is from Beaverton

OR, just outside of Portland. She

is interested in going into public

policy after completing her

degrees, and enjoys reading and

listening to audiobooks in her

spare time. 

-MEGAN 



-MEGAN 

HELP US SPREAD THE WORD!



UPCOMING EVENTS

- Magic Johnson

SATURDAYS - The Corvallis Farmers Market - Every Wednesday and

Saturday, from 9 am to 1 pm, April through November. Located in

downtown Corvallis, the farmers market is a great way to spend your

Saturday! Shop our local vendors, while enjoying live music, street

dancing,  special events, and much more! 

NOVEMBER 9 - Parents' Night Out! Drop the kids off at Osborn Aquatic

Center for fun and games while you go out for a night on the town. Kids

ages 3 to 6 will play games in the activity room and those 7 to 12 can also

go for a swim! We’ll provide a team of fun counselors, games, activities

and a healthy snack. Pre-registration required. Ages 3-12. $18 Single

Registration, $15 Each With Multiple Registrations OR $20 day-of

registration 

NOVEMBER 11 - Kids' Nature Snorkel: Join Greenbelt Land Trust, Oregon

State University wildlife biologist, Jonny Armstrong, and Hike it Baby for

a free and family-friendly nature walk. Although kids of all ages are

welcome, this walk is ideal for ages 3 and up. Light snacks are provided.

Space is limited, so RSVP today! To RSVP, please call the Greenbelt office

at 541-752-9609. Additional information (including location and

directions) will be provided upon registering. 

NOVEMBER 15 - Explore the art studios of downtown Corvallis and

browse the work of our local artists! The Corvallis Arts Walk is a

grassroots-organized art walk that takes place on the third Thursday of

each month in downtown Corvallis, Oregon. Galleries, studios, arts and

crafts stores and the occasional pop-up keep their doors open late to

host an art related event or demonstration. 4pm-8pm 

NOVEMBER 16 - Family Movie Swim at Osborn Aquatic Center! Each

month, a different family-friendly movie will be projected pool-side. All

ages are welcome. Call 541-758-5883 for movie details. 7 pm-9 pm.

Regular admission rates apply.  

NOVEMBER 17 - Get a start on your holiday shopping at the HP Holiday

Bazaar, happening November 17 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Corvallis Elks

Lodge. Browse crafts, home-based businesses and more. A raffle will be

held all day to benefit ABC House. 

NOVEMBER 18 - Join the Corvallis Environmental Center at Peavy

Arboretum to investigate mushrooms and more, hike in the local forest,

and enjoy a day of outdoor exploration with the whole family. Learn from

an educational mushroom display with expert mycologists on site, enjoy

creative fungus art and activities, and join guided hikes throughout the

day, or adventure on your own through the world of fall fungus among

us! Admission is free with a suggested donation for $5-$20 on a sliding

scale (cash and card will be accepted). 



UPCOMING EVENTS

- Magic Johnson

NOVEMBER 22 - Turkey Trot 5k & 10k and Little Gobblers 1k - Build a

hearty appetite for your Thanksgiving feast by participating in this family

friendly event. The 5K & 10K courses are flat and fast jaunts through the

beautiful neighborhoods surrounding Osborn Aquatic Center in

Northwest Corvallis. Runners, walkers, kids in strollers and dogs on

leashes are all welcome. All ages welcome too! Begins at 8 am. 

NOVEMBER 23-JANUARY 1 -Come enjoy the Pastega Christmas Light

Display, a Corvallis holiday and community tradition since 1981,

happening Nov. 23 through Jan. 1 at the Benton County Fairgrounds. The

Pastega Christmas Light Display has been bringing holiday joy to

Corvallis for forty years. Every year volunteers donate thousands of hours

of work to deck the fairgrounds out in holiday lights and displays,

including more than 250 figures and mechanized scenes. Visitors can

enjoy the Pastega Christmas Light Display from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. daily,

Nov. 23 through Jan. 1 at the Benton County Fairgrounds. Drivers can

enter the light show through the Reservoir Avenue entrance. Admission

is a canned food item for donation. 

NOVEMBER 24 - The annual Corvallis Community Christmas Parade is a

holiday tradition in Corvallis, complete with music, floats, hot chocolate

and more. It's scheduled for 7 p.m. on Nov. 24, the Saturday after

Thanksgiving. The parade will travel north on Fourth Street from

Washington and end at Jackson. A celebration of songs and lights will

follow the parade at the Benton County Courthouse. Begins at 7 pm. 

NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 4 - The Corvallis Nativity Festival is a family-

friendly event that runs for 5 days during the first weekend of December.

Hundreds of community members have shared their nativity sets

(crèches) during the festival's 24-year history. Come and enjoy the never-

ending variety of beautiful and inspiring nativities. They range from

simple to whimsical to elegant to homemade. The hundreds of different

nativities make this a unique holiday experience. Be sure to visit the

family activity room where you'll find coloring, reading books, a

swaddling station, and other crafts. Plus on Saturday and Sunday you

can attend one of the many puppet shows. 11 am-8:30 pm. 

NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 2 - Visit the Corvallis-Benton County Public

Library and browse hundreds of gift-quality books, CDs, DVDs and more

for sale! The Friends of the Library Holiday Sale is open Friday, from 3:30

pm-5:30 pm (members only, but you can join at the sale for $10),

Saturday from 10 am-4 pm, and Sunday from 11 am-3 pm. 



- Magic Johnson

Stumbling into the world of foster

care adoption, Pete (Mark

Wahlberg) and Ellie (Rose Byrne)

initially hoped to take in one young

child but unexpectedly find

themselves the foster parents of

three siblings, including a

rebellious 15-year-old girl. Inspired

by writer/director Sean Anders’

own story of adopting from the

system,  “Instant Family” illustrates

real challenges faced by children

and families through a comedic

lens.“Instant Family” presents

difficult conversations, alongside

cheesy, hilarious moments that

remind us that daily life is a

rollercoaster of events and

emotions — and even tough

situations can have levity. 

In Theatres: November 16, 2018  

FOSTER FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT: 
INSTANT FAMILY

DON'T 
MISS 
OUT!



NOVEMBER ACTIVITY:

- Magic Johnson

TURKEY BOWLING AND TIC TAC TOE



- Magic Johnson

BOOK MONTHOF THE

Strega Nona 

By: Tomie dePaola

Strega Nona – “Grandma Witch” – is the

source for potions, cures, magic and comfort.

Her magical pasta pot is especially intriguing

to Big Anthony. He is supposed to look after

her house and tend her garden, but one day,

when she goes to visit Strega Amelia, Big

Anthony recites the magic verse over the

pasta pot, with disastrous results. 

Watch Mary Steenburgen read this hilariously classic story, with your kiddo(s) online! 

Storyline Online - Strega Nona! 

COLORING CORNER

Attached to your newsletter e-mail you will find this coloring page. Print

it out for an afternoon of coloring fun! Want to show off your creative

kiddo(s)? Bring us their completed work and we will hang it at CASA!

https://www.storylineonline.net/books/strega-nona/


- Magic Johnson

THANKSGIVING FUN!

Getting everything prepared for

Thanksgiving can be tough,

especially when little ones are

involved. Keep them occupied

with this Thanksgiving Joke Teller

activity! Hint: Many of us know

these as "cootie catchers" or

"fortune tellers" but the concept is

still the same. You can find the

printable along with instructions

attached to your newsletter  

e-mail!

Who doesn't love a fun game of

Mad Libs!? You probably

remember doing these as a child

and now it's time to pass the

torch. Make them as silly as you

want or keep it traditional. Either

way, you and your kiddo(s) will

have a great time filling out these

Thanksgiving Mad Libs!



COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
The Oregon Zoo offers discounted admission for foster children and their

families. Families, of up to 6 people, may get in for only $5 a person! For

more information, visit www.oregonzoo.org/zoo-all 

Oregon Parks and Recreation Department offers free camping and day-

use parking to Oregon foster parents, guardians and parents who have

adopted Oregon foster children. Foster children, ages 15 years or older,

may obtain a fishing license for free. For more information visit

oregonstateparks.org, or call OPRD at 1-800-551-6949. 

The Corvallis Fire Department has Car Seat Inspection dates to make sure

a car seat/booster seat is installed properly. Through this program, the

Corvallis Fire Department may also be able to provide a car seat. For

more information call 541-766-6961 or visit www.corvallisoregon.gov/fire 

Corvallis Parks and Recreation offers family assistance to ensure that

everyone in Corvallis can play.  Their Family Assistance Scholarship helps

to reduce the barrier of cost for those living in Benton County. The

scholarship can be used to go to the pool or theater camps, or all kinds of

other things.  For more information please visit:

www.corvallisoregon.gov/parksrec/family-assistance-program 

The Boys & Girls Club works closely with CASA-Voices for Children and

you can get a reduced cost membership by contacting the CASA office. 

CASA has partnered with the Oregon State University Gymnastics

Academy to connect foster families with reduced cost gymnastic classes.

Contact the CASA office, for more information. 

The Corvallis-Benton County Public Library publishes a quarterly

newsletter on early literacy topics for parents and caregivers of children

ages birth to six-years-old. Each issue contains recommended books,

literacy tips, music picks, and more. The library also hosts storytimes and

other educational events that are free to the community. For more

information, visit cbcpubliclibrary.net/early-literacy-newsletter 

WHO TO CALL:
The foster parent 211 line can help you find
child care providers: Simply dial 2-1-1 

To report child abuse, please call these 
child abuse hotlines: 
 
Local: 541-757-5019       Toll Free: 866-303-4643 



COURT APPOINTED 
SPECIAL ADVOCATES
As a foster parent, it's important

to remember that you are not

alone! CASA is here to support

the children in your care - which

means we support you! 

 

When a child is assigned to CASA,

they are each appointed an

advocate. Advocates are

dedicated, highly-trained

community members who serve

as the eyes and ears of the Court.

They get to know the children, all

areas of their lives and ensure

they receive the services they

need. A CASA will speak for the

child in the courtroom,

representing their best interests

and ensuring that they are in a

safe environment. A child's

advocate will not abandon them.

They will be with your kiddo(s)

until their case is closed and they

are placed in a safe, permanent

home. 

 

Working together is essential in

providing a safe, stable

environment for your kiddo(s). If

you have any questions or

concerns, reach out to your

child's advocate! These wonderful

volunteers are ready to help, day

and night.



MY BELLE BLOSSOMS + 
CASA-VOICES FOR CHILDREN 

TOY DRIVE 

- Magic Johnson

CAMPUS CAUSES AMAZON SMILE
A fun, new way to help raise

money for CASA-VFC! Download

the FlipGive App and shop your

favorite brands and online

stores. Each company will then

donate a certain percentage of

your purchase to CASA-VFC.

With Christmas right around the

corner, this is a great and easy

way to support our

organization. Don't forget to

share with your friends! 

 

LEARN MORE HERE

Did you know that you can raise

money for CASA-VFC by simply

shopping on Amazon? If you

have an Amazon account you

can shop from the Amazon

Smile website and they will

donate .5% of your purchase to

CASA-VFC. It's exactly like

shopping on Amazon: same

items, check-out and pricing.

Another great way to support

CASA this holiday season! 

 

LEARN MORE HERE

My Belle Blossoms is partnering with other

Benton County businesses for a toy drive

benefitting CASA-VFC! Participating

businesses (My Belle Blossoms, Courtyard by

Marriott Corvallis, Barker Uerlings Insurance,

Towne & Country Realty, Central Willamette

Credit Union, Reynolds Law Firm and a few

others) will be open for local community

members to drop off gifts for CASA kiddo(s).  

 

The Holiday Gift Drive will begin mid-

November and commence December 18th.

We will have more information available at a

later date.  If you have any questions or if

you’d like more information, please reach out

to Alyssa Estrella at alymestrella@gmail.com

or Sarah Reffett at

outreach.coordinator@casa-vfc.org.

https://www.campuscauses.com/f/802228
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.campuscauses.com/f/802228


RESOURCES
Don't forget! We have tons of great resources for you and your kiddos.

Please stop by our office, during business hours, and our staff will be glad

to help you find any of the following items that you may need:

Jackets

Clothing 

Shoes 

Birthday Gifts

Christmas/Holiday Gifts

Sports Equipment 

School Supplies 

Duffel Bags/Backpacks 

Quilts 

Books

If we don't have the item you are looking for, please let us know and we

will try our best to find it for you! 

CONTACT: Alyssa Mahr: service.coordinator@casa-vfc.org

Child Care Stipend for Foster Parents & Relative Caregivers

The Child Care Stipend for Foster Parents is a new service intended to help

pay the costs of child care for working foster parents and relative

caregivers. 

 

Here are the highlights:  

Foster parents and relative caregivers who are parenting

children in DHS custody under the age of 6 can use the

stipend to cover child care costs incurred due to

employment  

Foster parents and relative caregivers can access up to

$375 a month per child under 6 years old  

Stipends can only be used when the children are being

served by licensed, approved or listed child care

providers 

Stipend payments are issued in the form of a

reimbursement to the foster parent or relative caregiver

To find out if you qualify for this service, contact your case worker or visit: 

DHS policy on the Child Care Stipend for Foster Parents or Relative

Caregivers are found in:

VISIT PAGE

VISIT PAGE

http://www.dhs.state.or.us/policy/childwelfare/manual_1/division_90.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/DHS/CHILDREN/FOSTERPARENT/Pages/index.aspx


- Magic Johnson

ONLINE RESOURCES
Focus on Foster Families App - This App is designed to support foster

children, youth, and their caregivers. Through video interviews and online

tools, FOCUS on Foster Families helps users improve their skills related to

communication, emotional regulation, problem solving and goal setting.  

VISIT PAGE

Oregon Family Support Network - OFSN is a statewide non-profit

organization that supports families who are raising a child with

significant mental health challenges. They provide education, support

and advocacy for individual families and support systems. 

VISIT PAGE

Foster Parent Lending Library - Free for Oregon Foster, Relative, and Pre-

Adoptive Parents! There are over 1,000 books including Childrens' and

Spanish titles. Each provider can check out three items at a time, and

the check out time is three weeks. Books will be mailed to you with a

return address and postage paid canvas pouch. 

VISIT PAGE

Oregon Post Adoption Resource Center - The OPARC provides services

for Oregon DHS adoptive and assisted guardianship families. Services

included information, assistance, referral, in-depth consultation,

advocacy and support, parent education and training.  

VISIT PAGE

Homework Hotline - The Homework Hotline is a free over-the-phone,

math and science tutoring service for students in grades 4 through 12

who need help with their math and science assignments. 

VISIT PAGE

VISIT PAGE

iFoster - Using iFoster’s programs and services decreases family needs,

improves child and caregiver well-being, improves life-satisfaction,

improves grades, and can help youth successfully transition to

independence. iFoster provides 100s of Resources through Partnerships

with 100s of Companies, Government Agencies and Non-Profits

Nationwide. Free and Deeply Discounted Products and Services are

available to meet your biggest needs. 

ALL KIDS NEED IS A LITTLE HELP. A LITTLE HOPE. AND SOMEONE WHO BELIEVES IN THEM 
-magic johnson

https://childtrauma.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Helping_Traumatized_Children_Caregivers_Perry1.pdf
https://nfrc.ucla.edu/FOCUS-on-Foster-Families
http://www.ofsn.org/
https://oregondhs.booksys.net/opac/oregondhs/#menuHome
https://www.orparc.org/
https://portal.ifoster.org/PartnerPrograms/iProgramDispaly.aspx?ProgramId=1489
https://www.ifoster.org/


- Magic Johnson

CASA-VFC SUPPORTERS
We genuinely appreciate each and every one of our CASA supporters. Their

contributions go a long way in supporting our mission. With their help and

generosity, we are able to provide the children in our program with the

support and care they truly need. Our supporters are a part of our

community, and we extend our greatest thanks to each and every one of

them. Everything we do here at CASA is possible because of them.

"Giving is not just about making a donation. 
It's about making a difference." 

What is a potato's
favorite show?

Starch Trek!

Why did the
cranberries turn

red?

They saw the turkey dressing!

THANKSGIVING LAUGHS

What is a turkey's
favorite dessert?

Peach Gobbler!

What is Dracula's
favorite holiday?

Fangs-giving!



CASA- Voices for Children 

129 NW 4th Street, Suite B 

Corvallis, Oregon 97330 

 

Phone: 

541-753-5838 

Web: 

www.casa-vfc.org  

Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/casavfc

Kari Rieck 

Executive Director 

Katie Gregory 

Program Coordinator 

Megan Ellertson 

Program Assistant 

Alyssa Mahr 

Service Coordinator 

Sarah Reffett 

Outreach Coordinator 

CASA STAFF WE ARE HERE 
FOR YOU!

Know your rights! We have provided you with copies of Oregon's Bill of Rights,

for foster parents, children and siblings on the following pages.

REACH OUT TO US:
Is there something you liked or didn't like about this month's newsletter?

Or maybe there's something you would like to see in next month's issue? 

Whatever it is, we would love to hear from you!  

Please contact Sarah Reffett with any questions, concerns or suggestions. 

outreach.coordinator@casa-vfc.org



- Magic Johnson



- Magic Johnson



- Magic Johnson



- Magic Johnson


