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HAPPY FALL, 
FOSTER PARENTS!
Welcome to our favorite time of

year; FALL! With pumpkin

patches, corn mazes, tasty

treats, and haunted

houses...there's never a dull

moment. Our October

newsletter is full of fun activities

and events for you and your

kiddo(s). We hope you enjoy! 
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Contact Us

Bill of Rights

- CASA-VFC Staff



UPCOMING EVENTS

- Magic Johnson

SATURDAYS - The Corvallis Farmers Market - Every Wednesday and

Saturday, from 9 am to 1 pm, April through November. Located in

downtown Corvallis, the farmers market is a great way to spend your

Saturday! Shop our local vendors, while enjoying live music, street

dancing,  special events, and much more! 

SEPTEMBER 22-OCTOBER 31 - Every year the Melon Shack hosts a daily

corn maze and a haunted corn maze on weekend nights, along with a

pumpkin patch and hayrides. The Melon Shack's corn maze is perfect for

kids and families. It's open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Melon Shack's

Pumpkin Patch is open daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Hayrides are available

on the weekend from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

OCTOBER 5-6 - Corvallis Children's Consignment Sale! Shop for gently

used and new clothing.  We have a great selection of Girls and Boys

clothing sizes 0-14.  There will also be children’s accessories, shoes, diaper

bags, toys, maternity, baby gear, nursery items, bedding, and a limited

amount of furniture. Friday: 9 am-7 pm Saturday (Discount Day): 9 am-1

pm. 

OCTOBER 6-7 - Darkside Cinemas and the Heartland Humane Society

present the NY Dog and Cat Film Festival, a two-day love letter to our

furry friends, with a portion of each ticket sale benefitting the Heartland

Humane Society.  NY Cat Film Festival, Oct. 6, 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. NY Dog

Film Festival, Oct. 7, 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

OCTOBER 13 - Join Home Life, Inc. for the 28th Annual Great Pumpkin

Run at the Benton County Fairgrounds in Corvallis on October 13th,  for a

10k Run, 5k Run/Walk, and the Small Obstacle Course. The Great

Pumpkin Run is family friendly and costumes are highly encouraged.

There'll be a costume contest, along with a raffle, a beer garden, food,

and medals for those who finish the run. Begins at 9 am - Benton County

Fairgrounds. 

OCTOBER 13 - Browse the Third Annual Spooktacular Bazaar! This year

features more decorations and more Halloween items, with 80 vendors

and a costume contest. Bring the kids by for trick or treating and a fun

costume contest. Admission is free! 10 am-4 pm at the Corvallis Elks

Lodge. 

OCTOBER 13 - The Corvallis Fire Department will host its annual Open

House & Safety Fair from noon to 4 p.m. Oct. 13 at both the Downtown

Fire Station and the Corvallis Rural Fire Protection District's Station 6. At

both events, visitors are invited to meet their local firefighters, tour the

facilities, learn about fire safety, participate in realistic firefighter

activities, watch fire and rescue demonstrations and interact with other

community safety organizations. 



UPCOMING EVENTS

- Magic Johnson

TRICK-OR-TREAT!
Each year, downtown Corvallis hosts an afternoon of Halloween fun!

Families are encouraged to bring their kiddo(s) to stop by local

businesses for safe and fun trick-or-treating. Be sure to stop by our office

to show off your family's costumes, and of course fill your bags with your

favorite Halloween treats. Note: If you need help putting together the

perfect costume for your kiddo(s), please let us know. Halloween is a

special time for all children and we want everyone to join in on the fun! 

OCTOBER 18 - The Corvallis Arts Walk is a grassroots-organized art walk

that takes place on the third Thursday of each month in downtown

Corvallis, Oregon. Galleries, studios, arts and crafts stores and the

occasional pop-up keep their doors open late to host an art related

event or demonstration. 4 pm-8 pm. 

OCTOBER 19, 20, 26, 27 - The Trolley of Terror! A fun and spooky historical

experience, with a ride on the Trolley of Terror followed by a tour of the

Monteith House Museum, in Albany. The cost is $10 per adult and $5 per

child. Tickets are required and can be purchased from the Albany

Visitors Association in person and by phone.  

OCTOBER 28 - The Corvallis-OSU Symphony Orchestra directed by

Marlan Carlson, the Oregon State University Endowed Chair for

University Orchestras, is a highly regarded 110-member ensemble which

produces four major concerts each season plus an annual children’s

concert. 3pm: Portland Youth Philharmonic - All seats are $5 at this

special pre-season concert conducted by David Hattner. 

OCTOBER 26 - You're invited to Osborn Aquatic Center on the spookiest

night of the year to show off your costume, play games, make crafts, and

make a Spooky Splash!  Regular admission rates apply. 6 pm-9 pm. 

OCTOBER 31 - Downtown Trick or Treat! Bring your little ones to

downtown Corvallis for an afternoon of trick-or-treating. 1 pm-5 pm. 

OCTOBER 31 - Philomath Trunk or Treat! Bring your little ones to

downtown Philomath for their annual Trunk-or-Treat. 3 pm-5 pm. 

SHOW CASA-VFC YOUR SPOOKY SIDE!



- Magic Johnson

HELP US SPREAD THE WORD!
CASA-VFC is partnering with Papa's Pizza Parlor, here in Corvallis, for a

night of family fun and fundraising! Attached to your newsletter e-mail,

you will find a flyer for our upcoming event, on October 29. Each time a

member of our community dines out

on this day and presents our flyer,

Papa's Pizza Parlor will donate 50%

of the value of the food purchased!

WHO TO CALL:
The foster parent 211 line can help you find
child care providers: Simply dial 2-1-1 

To report child abuse, please call these 
child abuse hotlines: 
 
Local: 541-757-5019       Toll Free: 866-303-4643 

LILLY'S LOPE FOR HOPE
Lilly's Lope for Hope is an annual 5k run and 1k walk that aims to

increase suicide awareness in the local community and provide hope

for the future. Across the years, the run has helped focus the

community on how to help young people overcome adversity and 

mental health concerns, and made a

difference in many lives. 

 

Lilly's Lope for Hope was founded by

Lilly Stagner's family after Lilly (Left)

took her own life in 2013. 

 

When: October 13, 2018 

Time: Race begins at 10 am 

Where: Philomath City Park 

 

CASA-VFC will have an informational

booth set up at this event. If you

would like more information, please

e-mail Sarah Reffett:

outreach.coordinator@casa-vfc.org



OCTOBER ACTIVITY:

- Magic Johnson

HALLOWEEN PINECONE CREATURES



- Magic Johnson

BOOK MONTHOF THE

Hey That's My Monster! 

By: Amanda Noll

When Ethan looks under the bed for his

monster, he finds this note instead: “So

long, kid. Gotta go. Someone needs me

more than you do. –Gabe” How will

Ethan ever get to sleep without his

monster’s familiar, comforting snorts?

He must have gone to Ethan’s little

sister’s room! 

Watch Lily Tomlin read this adorably spooky book, with your kiddo(s) online! 
Storyline Online - That's My Monster! 

COLORING CORNER

Attached to your newsletter e-mail you will find two coloring pages.

Print them out for an afternoon of coloring fun! 

Want to show off your creative kiddo(s)?  

Bring us their completed work and we will hang it at CASA!

https://www.storylineonline.net/books/hey-thats-monster/


"YOU WERE BORN 
WITH THE ABILITY 
TO CHANGE 
SOMEONE'S LIFE. 
DON'T EVER 
WASTE IT." 

- UNKNOWN

STAFF SPOTLIGHT:
Alyssa Mahr

REMINDERS
Christmas will be here before you

know it! 

 

To ensure that each child receives

the perfect gift, we are asking

foster parents to begin speaking

with their kiddo(s) about what

they would like for Christmas. We

will be working to provide 3

wants and 3 needs for each child,

so please be sure to provide us

with enough information for to

do so! We all know how hectic

the holidays can become, so

please send your lists to your

CASA as soon as possible! 

Alyssa became a part of the CASA

team in June of this year. She

graduated from Oregon State

University with a Bachelor's

Degree in Sociology and enjoys

advocating for the children of our

county and social justice. Alyssa is

a wonderful addition to CASA as

both Service Coordinator and a

dedicated advocate. 



COURT APPOINTED 
SPECIAL ADVOCATES
As a foster parent, it's important

to remember that you are not

alone! CASA is here to support

you and your kiddo(s) in any way

possible.  

 

When a child is assigned to CASA,

they are each appointed an

advocate. Advocates are

dedicated, highly-trained

community members who serve

as the eyes and ears of the Court.

They get to know the children, all

areas of their lives and ensure

they receive the services they

need. A CASA will speak for the

child in the courtroom,

representing their best interests

and ensuring that they are in a

safe environment. A child's

advocate will not abandon them.

They will be with your kiddo(s)

until their case is closed and they

are placed in a safe, permanent

home. 

 

Working together is essential in

providing a safe, stable

environment for your kiddo(s). If

you have any questions or

concerns, reach out to your

child's advocate! These wonderful

volunteers are ready to help, day

and night.



COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

- Magic Johnson

The Oregon Zoo offers discounted admission for foster children and their

families. Families, of up to 6 people, may get in for only $5 a person! For

more information, visit www.oregonzoo.org/zoo-all

Oregon Parks and Recreation Department offers free camping and day-

use parking to Oregon foster parents, guardians and parents who have

adopted Oregon foster children. For more information visit

oregonstateparks.org, or call OPRD at 1-800-551-6949. 

The Corvallis Fire Department has Car Seat Inspection dates to make sure

a car seat/booster seat is installed properly. Through this program, the

Corvallis Fire Department may also be able to provide a car seat. For

more information call 541-766-6961 or visit www.corvallisoregon.gov/fire

Corvallis Parks and Recreation offers family assistance to ensure that

everyone in Corvallis can play.  Their Family Assistance Scholarship helps

to reduce the barrier of cost for those living in Benton County. The

scholarship can be used to go to the pool or theater camps, or all kinds of

other things.  For more information please visit

www.corvallisoregon.gov/parksrec/family-assistance-program

The Boys & Girls Club works closely with CASA-Voices for Children and

you can get a reduced cost membership by contacting the CASA office.

CASA has partnered with the Oregon State University Gymnastics

Academy to connect foster families with reduced cost gymnastic classes.

Contact the CASA office, for more information.

FOSTERFIGHT
Join Royce Markley as he tells his

incredible story about his journey through

foster care. At the age of 21, Royce

launched FosterFight, an autobiography

style blog detailing his experience as a

foster child, in Oregon.

www.FosterFight.com

https://fosterfight.com/


RESOURCES
Don't forget! We have tons of great resources for you and your kiddos.

Please stop by our office, during business hours, and our staff will be glad

to help you find any of the following items that you may need:

Jackets

Clothing 

Shoes 

Birthday Gifts

Christmas/Holiday Gifts

Sports Equipment 

School Supplies 

Duffel Bags/Backpacks 

Quilts 

Books

If we don't have the item you are looking for, please let us know and we

will try our best to find it for you! 

CONTACT: Alyssa Mahr: service.coordinator@casa-vfc.org

Child Care Stipend for Foster Parents & Relative Caregivers

The Child Care Stipend for Foster Parents is a new service intended to

help pay the costs of child care for working foster parents and relative

caregivers. 

 

Here are the highlights:  

Foster parents and relative caregivers who are parenting

children in DHS custody under the age of 6 can use the

stipend to cover child care costs incurred due to

employment  

Foster parents and relative caregivers can access up to

$375 a month per child under 6 years old  

Stipends can only be used when the children are being

served by licensed, approved or listed child care

providers 

Stipend payments are issued in the form of a

reimbursement to the foster parent or relative caregiver

To find out if you qualify for this service, contact your case worker or visit: 

DHS policy on the Child Care Stipend for Foster Parents or Relative

Caregivers are found in:

VISIT PAGE

VISIT PAGE

http://www.dhs.state.or.us/policy/childwelfare/manual_1/division_90.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/DHS/CHILDREN/FOSTERPARENT/Pages/index.aspx


- Magic Johnson

ONLINE RESOURCES
Helping Traumatized Children - This booklet is one in a series

developed by the ChildTrauma Academy to assist parents, caregivers,

teachers and various professionals working with maltreated and

traumatized children. Written by Bruce D. Perry, M.D., Ph.D.  

VISIT PAGE

Oregon Family Support Network - OFSN is a statewide non-profit

organization that supports families who are raising a child with

significant mental health challenges. They provide education, support

and advocacy for individual families and support systems. 

VISIT PAGE

Foster Parent Lending Library - Free for Oregon Foster, Relative, and

Pre-Adoptive Parents! There are over 1,000 books including Childrens'

and Spanish titles. Each provider can check out three items at a time,

and the check out time is three weeks. Books will be mailed to you

with a return address and postage paid canvas pouch. 

VISIT PAGE

Oregon Post Adoption Resource Center - The OPARC provides services

for Oregon DHS adoptive and assisted guardianship families. Services

included information, assistance, referral, in-depth consultation,

advocacy and support, parent education and training.  

VISIT PAGE

FosterClub.com - FosterClub national network for young people in

foster care. It provides young people in foster care an opportunity to

connect and gain support from their peers. 

VISIT PAGE

VISIT PAGE

Storyline Online - The SAG-AFTRA Foundation’s award-winning

children’s literacy website, Storyline Online, streams videos featuring

celebrated actors reading children’s books alongside creatively

produced illustrations. Readers include Viola Davis, Chris Pine, Lily

Tomlin, Kevin Costner, Annette Bening, James Earl Jones, Betty White

and dozens more.

ALL KIDS NEED IS A LITTLE HELP. A LITTLE HOPE. AND SOMEONE WHO BELIEVES IN THEM 
-magic johnson

https://childtrauma.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Helping_Traumatized_Children_Caregivers_Perry1.pdf
https://childtrauma.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Helping_Traumatized_Children_Caregivers_Perry1.pdf
http://www.ofsn.org/
https://oregondhs.booksys.net/opac/oregondhs/#menuHome
https://www.orparc.org/
https://www.fosterclub.com/
https://www.storylineonline.net/about-us/


- Magic Johnson

Thank you for welcoming these children into your home, and

understanding the harmful impact of childhood trauma,  We know how

challenging this experience can be, and we are incredibly grateful for your

hard work and compassion. Please know that your dedication to helping

foster children in need never goes unnoticed. All of the time and extra

expenses you have put into helping these children will ensure their

chance at a brighter, and successful future.

Thank You!Thank You!

CASA-VFC SUPPORTERS
We genuinely appreciate each and every one of our CASA supporters. Their

contributions go a long way in supporting our mission. With their help and

generosity, we are able to provide the children in our program with the

support and care they truly need. Our supporters are a part of our

community, and we extend our greatest thanks to each and every one of

them. Everything we do here at CASA is possible because of them.

"Giving is not just about making a donation. 
It's about making a difference." 



CASA- Voices for Children 

129 NW 4th Street, Suite B 

Corvallis, Oregon 97330 

 

Phone: 

541-753-5838 

Web: 

www.casa-vfc.org  

Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/casavfc

Kari Rieck 

Executive Director 

Katie Gregory 

Program Coordinator 

Megan Ellertson 

Program Assistant 

Alyssa Mahr 

Service Coordinator 

Sarah Reffett 

Outreach Coordinator 

CASA STAFF WE ARE HERE 
FOR YOU!

Know your rights! We have provided you with copies of Oregon's Bill of Rights,

for foster parents, children and siblings on the following pages.

REACH OUT TO US:
Is there something you liked or didn't like about this month's newsletter?

Or maybe there's something you would like to see in next month's issue? 

Whatever it is, we would love to hear from you!  

Please contact Sarah Reffett with any questions, concerns or suggestions. 

outreach.coordinator@casa-vfc.org



- Magic Johnson



- Magic Johnson



- Magic Johnson



- Magic Johnson


